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I. The Author of the Book of Revelation

The author of the book of Revelation calls himgelfin. The early church was divided in their opinion
as to the identity of John, since it was a very emn name in the first century AD. Justin Martyr
(Dialogue with Tyrpha1), Tertullian Against Marcion3.14.24) and HippolytusQn the Anti-Christ
25.26) all concluded that the author was the Apodthn. According to EusebiuBhe History of the
Church7.21.19), Dionysius of Alexandria (ca 190-264)epted the authority of Revelation but did
not think John the Apostle was the author. Furtlieenhe said that his predecessors also questioned
John’s authorship. They even proposed that theangthbr was one by the name of Cerinthus, a heretic
of the church. Until now, other than knowing hiffgeoclaimed name as John, we still know precious
little about the author of the book of Revelation.

It is difficult, if not impossible, to retrace aftficid the identity of the real author; however, that
does not mean we have no channels of familiariaurgelves with him, the most obvious being via the
document itself. Like a mirror, a document reflettie personality and character of an author. For
example, if a reader is given an anonymous Chisespt, though anonymity remains, the reader can
still know something about the author, that ist tha or she understands and can write in Chinese,
possibly being Chinese by ethnicity. As he realdha@ reader comes across many grammatical errors,
or if the content is very pessimistic, then thede¥acan further deduce the writer’s level of edarat
and his or her life setting, respectively. The autithom we can thus derive from the text, we dadl t

implied author: The purpose of this article is to discover theifess of the implied author through an

1 The characteristics of the implied author andrée author might not be completely the same coonpletely different,

see Anderson, J.Matthew’s Narrative Web, Over, and Over and OveaiAgJSNTSup 91; Sheffield: JSOT Press,
1994), pp.28-30. Besides obvious indication, | Wéhce refer to the implied author in the restefarticle.
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analysis of the text. The focus of the study islitezary world of the book of Revelation. However,
since literature is imbued within a historical aaxtt the historical context within which Revelatiomas

written will also be discussed for a more comprshenunderstanding.

1. TheCharacteristics of The Author of the book of Revelation

An overview of the book of Revelation reveals senejor characteristics of the author:

A. Profound Scholarship
John never directly quoted the Old Testament. Hewnein the 404 verses of the 22 chapters in

Revelation, John indirectly alluded to the Old &esént over 570 timesJohn was not only familiar
with the Old Testament, Scripture indwelled in his a prisoner on Patmos, John could not have

brought the Scriptures with him to his prison cetly would there have been any access to Scriptures

on the island either. Despite these restrictiohg Ecripture remained alive to John, and their

applicability found expression in his visions. lusttake Revelation 17 and 18 as examples:

1. In these two chapters, John uses the great whar®abylon to describe the great city which has
dominion over the kings of the earth. The readdrs are familiar with the Old Testament would
know that the reference is from Jer 50, 51, desayithe destruction of Babylon. The following
two points are proof:

a. Jeremiah says in chapter 51, verses 7-8, “Babylas & golden cup in the Lord’s hand,
making all the earth drunken, the nations drankef wine, and so the nations went mad.
Suddenly Babylon has fallen and is shattered; feaiher!” On the other hand, John says that
the woman (Babylon) holds “in her hand a golden felipof abominations and the impurities
of her fornication”...; “For all the nations have dkuthe wine of her impure passions”...; and
“So shall the plagues come in a single dagnd she shall be burned with fire” (17:4; 18:3, 8)

b. Jeremiah, in chapter 51, verses 60-64, writes tiesvof Babylon’s destruction and then he
orders Seraiah to take it to Babylon. After readingse words in Babylon, Seraiah ties the
scroll to a rock and throws it into the river Eugltes saying, “thus shall Babylon sink, to rise
no more, because of the disasters that | am bgngmher.” In the same way, when John is

describing Babylon in Rev. 18:21, he uses the samgery: “Then a mighty angel took up a

Revelation was written during Domitian’s reigimca 90 AD. Roberts considers the literary study anel tistorical
study of the text not to be mutually exclusive ghfnes, see Roberts, J.J.M. “Historical-Criticaetflod, Theology,
and Contemporary Exegesis,” in Kraftchick, S.J.eksy C.D. & Ollenburger, B.C. (edsBiblical Theology. Problems
and PerspectivefNashville: Abingdon, 1995), pp.137-140.

¥ Moyise, S.The Old Testament in the Book of Revelafi®NTSup 115; Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Pra€95),
p.16.
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stone like a great millstone, and threw it into faa, saying, ‘So shall Babylon the great city
be thrown down with violence, and shall be foundwmwe.”

2. John’s description of Babylon’s destruction is alEmilar to Ezekiel's description of Tyre’s
destruction. In Ezek. 27:29-30, 36, Ezekiel talkewt merchants, seafarers and sailors crying over
Tyre. Likewise, John speaks of merchants, seafamassailors crying over Babylon (18:11, 15-
19). Ezek. 27:12-25 states that many people frdmations will do business with Tyre, bringing
their various produce with them for trade. Johenthalso says that Babylon buys a lot of products,
including the trade of humans, from all over theladioThe types of produce amounted to 28 items
(18:12-13)*

3. In addition to the Old Testament, John was veryilfamwith the contemporary apocalyptic
literature® For instance, Revelation says that the angel fieaven ties up Satan and throws him
in the abyss (20:1-3), and then into the lake r&f, fior eternal torment (20:10). In 1 Enoch, writte
200 years before Revelation, chapter 10, versesay6 The Lord said to Raphael, ‘Bind Azaz'el
hand and foot (and) throw him into the darknessitdAe made a hole in the desert which was in
Duda’el and cast him there; he threw on top of higged and sharp rocks. And he covered his
face in order that he may not see light; and ireotat he may be sent into the fire on the great
day of judgment® A comparison of these two passages reflects simitarity.

As demonstrated, there is a close link between IBeor and the Old Testament and other Jewish

writings, revealing the profundity of John’s schelap. It also reveals John’s able communicatioth an

teaching abilities, because he can use the exiktngrledge of the readers to remind them what the
prophets had prophesied before, and to add newingeémit. In this way of restating the old while

bringing out the new using one and the same péafitn enhances the persuasiveness of his message.

B. Tight Structure

In the past, there were scholars who considerecelRgan very confusing, with repetitions and

inconsistencie$.Nowadays, scholars might still vary in their opimiin this respect, but there is
consensus that Revelation is tightly arranged neglass. We do not intend to discuss the struafire

Revelation in detail, but will use the followingavexamples as illustratidh.

Bauckham, R.The Climax of ProphedEdinburgh: T & T Clark, 1993), chapter 10.

Revelation is also part of the apocalyptic genre.

Translation taken from Isaac, E. “(Ethiopic Aplypse of) Enoch. A New Translation and Introductfoim
Charlesworth, J.HThe Old Testament Pseudepigratp@_ondon: Darton, Longman & Todd, 1983), p.17.

See Garrow, A.J.PRevelation(lLondon and New York: Routledge, 1997), pp.6-13.

For more information, see the discussion of Be@l&., The Book of RevelatiofNIGTC; Grand Rapids/Cambridge:
Eerdmans; Carlisle: Paternoster, 1999), pp.108-151.

A_Superb_Teacher(Simon_Chow)



Simon CHOW / A Superb Teacher 4/17

1. Though the content of Revelation might be puzzluppn first reading, the reader will have
developed a deep impression of the number “7” etdhat early stage. There are many groups of
sevens. For example, in the first three chapteisn Jnentions seven churches, then seven seals,
then seven trumpets, and seven stars, seven stétamafers, seven angels, and seven bowls, etc.
Besides these direct references to seven, theiadirect mention of groups of sevens as well. For
example there are seven blessings (1:3; 14:135163%9; 20:6; 22:7,14), seven mentions of Jesus
as “the first and the last” (1:8,17; 21:6; 22:18)d seven items of praises for the Lamb (5:12).
Thus, the concept of seven is an important threatheé structure of Revelation. The explicit
mention is obvious, and the implicit urges the ezad go and search for them.

2. The thoughtful construction of Revelation can algoseen in chapters 2 and 3, the letters to the
churches, in the following ways:

a. From geography, Ephesus was closest to Patmos. stahs from there and addresses the
churches in a geographically clockwise manner.

b. From the style used, the seven letters have assifisitmat. All the seven oracfesegin with
the introduction of the announcer and the addredkee follow words of praise, scolding,
warning, and finally exhortation and promise. Stéype phrases, such as “the words of...
“(tade lege); “to him who conquers t§i nikonti doso) ; “He who has ears, let him hear what
the Spirit says to the churchhd eclon hous akousato ti to pneuma legei tais &sials),
appear throughout.

c. From the content and the situation of the churctiesthird, the fourth and the fifth churches
have similar situations, with good and bad quaitiBergamum is under persecution, with
martyred believers, but they remain faithful. Hoerthey are deceived by the false prophets.
Thyatira’s church is deceived by Jezebel, but thhereain those who have kept the truth
(2:24). Sardis’ church has a reputation of beingealbut is in fact dead, and their deeds are
not perfect; but there are those whose garmentsineomsoiled. The second and the sixth
churches are the best — Smyrna and Philadelphia@treeprimanded at all. The first and
seventh churches are in the most perilous condifiqmesus has lost her first love, and the
lampstand is soon to be removed, which meansheathurch would be removed as well (see

1:20b). Laodicea’s condition is even worse. They sglf-content in front of people, yet they

°  Even though the seven letters are called letteey, are in fact oracles, because they are natenrin the format of a

letter.
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do not know how poor they are in front of God. Theye nothing. There is not a single word
of praise for this churcH,

3. The above discussion not only reveals the tight meediculous structure of the writing, but it
reveals something about the function of such actitra. A good structure helps the reader with
memorization. From the viewpoint of communicatidrthe reader can remember what the author
has said, this is obviously a compliment to théharis effective conveyance of informatiGhThe
word “anaginoskeih (read aloud), in Rev. 1:3, indicates that Revetatvas read during worship
service. The listener would not have had the bddkavelation in his hands — he would only listen
— therefore any aid in memorization was cruciahnJencourages this by a tight structure as well
as through repetition, giving depth and augmentogprehension to the impression already

committed to memory?

C. Pastoral Passion

As we know from history, the early preachers of ¢herch practiced itinerancy. They did not have a
home; taking Jesus as an example (Acts 10:38), ¢hayed the gospel far and wide, believing that
Jesus’ second return was imminent. Peter and Pawua prime examples (Acts 9:32; 13:1-3) of such
preachers. Paul kept connection with his churchesugh his letters. Itinerant preaching climaxed at
the beginning of the second centdifyiohn wrote letters to Asia Minor's seven churctiRev. 2-3
indicate that John was also an itinerant preathee had pastored seven churches, and not onlyedid h
know the situation in those churches well, he aso authority when speaking with them, revealing an
intimate relationship with the church&slohn is different from the other writers of apgpéc writing

in his rejection of using other historically andtawally famous names to promote his own cred#pilit
Rev. 1:9 and 22:8 imply that the readers all knolwnJ John openly declares the writing is prophecy,
and that those who hear and obey will be bless&j 2P:7). He even warns that nothing can be added

to or taken away from the prophecies (22:18-19nfthis we can see that he has great authorityein t

10 Beale 1999, p.226.

1 Jewish Rabbinic teaching is by rote memory, seeh&dsson, B.Memory and Manuscript: Oral Tradition and

Written Transmission in Rabbinic Judaism and Eatlgristianity (Combined edition with a new preface; Grand

Rapids: Eerdmans; Livonia: Dove, 1998), p.64.

With regard to the importance of repetition invBlation, see Resseguie, J.Revelation Unsealed. A Narrative

Critical Approach to John’s Apocalyp¢Biblical Interpretation Series 32; Leiden/ Bosté&in: Brill, 1998), p.12.

13 SeeDidachechapter 11.

1 Talbert, C.H.The Apocalypse. A Reading of the Revelation of Jbbuisville: Westminster, 1994), p.3; Beale 1999,
p.36.

15 Ramsay, W.M.The Letters to the Seven Churcligpdated edition; Peabody: Hendrickson, 1994), § thinks that
the seven churches represent the whole church.

12
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seven churches. When compared to the authoritydfaaonignatius’ and Clement’s letters to the
churches, John’s Revelation carries much more wéigh

Revelation was written in 90 A.D., while Domitiarasvemperor, during a time of internal and
external struggles. Domitian enforced emperor wiprsiuch more fiercely than the past empefdrs.
John calls Rome Babylon and the Great Whore (IIBband says that she was drunk with the blood of
the saints and witnesses of Jesus. (17:6). Therei@ can see that the Church was under great
persecution from Rome. Rev. 2:13, and 6:9,10 wthat many of the believers were already martyred.
John himself was exiled to Patmos (1:9). There wig® slander from the Jews (2:9; 3:9), who
questioned the status of the believers’ kingdommtithe The believers were hard-pressed by outsiders
during this time'® However, the internal struggles were even moreisame. Inside the church there
were a lot of false prophets, deceiving the belig\and causing them to go astray (2:14-15, 20-23).
There were very few faithful believers left (3'4)The more discouraging is that the church hadilest
witness, to the extent that the lampstand was t@lm®ved (2:5); the believers had a name but rib tru
(3:1), they were neither hot nor cold, without fauv in service, yet feeling smug about themselves,
thinking that they were rich beyond want (3:15-17).

Bearing the burden of the church’s extreme trial&n though he was physically on Patmos,
John’s spirit was with the church. When peopledwdithat the power of the empire is unshakeable,
and the whole world has followed the beast (1318)yn prophesies that Rome will be destroyed, and
that that day is drawing near. In the twinklingaof eye, Rome will be in ruins, and all her richek w
be destroyed (18:8, 10, 17, 19). John says thasQiolds the key of David, and that believers Vixé
in the Heavenly Jerusalem (3:7-13). The focus e$¢hwords must be a response to the Jews’ slander
of the believers, accusing believers of not being'& people. It also shows how much John wants the
reader to know how precious is the identity of bleéievers in Christ® As to the grief over the many
already martyred, John comforts the people withréimeinder that the day of the Lord’s coming is near
They only have to wait a little while longer togeiwith Christ (5:10; 6:9-11; 20:4-6). In the |lefdo
the seven churches, John reprimands those whoatigest, warning that if they do not repent, they
would be under God’s punishment. As for those wigodceived, the tepid ones, having the name but

% |bid., pp.54-55.

7 Aune, D., Revelation 1-5 (WBC 52A; Dallas: Wot®97), pp.Ixiii-Ixiv.

18 Even though Thompson, L.IThe Book of Revelation. Apocalypse and Em{hiew York, Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 1990) might be correct that Domitian had d@handed an empire wide persecution, the suffesinthe
Christians was still great, and John was prediciim@ven greater time of persecution, see Beal@, 1#028-29.

19 Raisanen, H., “The Clash Between Christian Styled.ife in the Book of Revelation,” ST (49), pp1-466 in
Hellholm, D., Moxnes, H. and Karlsen Seim, T.(edslighty Minorities? Minorities in Early Christianity Positions
and Strategie$Oslo...: Scandinavian University Pres§¥49, 1995), pp.151-154.

20 Garrow 1997, pp.120-121.
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no worth, and the ones who do not know death isimgndohn reiterates the truth, and reveals at the
same time the true identity and plan of Satan.du.R8:4, John says “Come out of her, my peops, le
you take part in her sins, lest you share in hacl’ John’'s pastoral concern for the church can be
seen throughout.

John encourages the disciples to persevere uatinh. In the face of danger, John urges them
not to turn back, because a church which turns Ik lost her witness, and the church with no
witness is no church at all. The church’s missisrta prophesy to many peoples and nations and
tongues and kings of the world (10:11). Chaptedédcribes gentiles trampling on God’s holy place,
creating mindless havoc; yet there remains a ptioteéor the disciples in the Temple, and thera is
limit to the days of evil. The days of evil (42 ntbg) are juxtaposed by an equivalent number of days
of protection from God (1260 days). In additiore tthurch will definitely win, because the devil has
already been vanquished. The Lamb has alreadydfésred, and the blood of the brothers has already
been shed, and even the devil knows his time is theaend (12:7-12), hence the believers will soon
reign with God. Perseverance and faithfulness mcewaged by this reminder of victorious truth.

Revelation is filled with apologetics, condemnatioinevil, differentiation of good and evil,
warnings, and words of encouragement. These areetpeessions of a pastor’s burden for his
churches. John is a pastor at heart, with a paslmve, concern and burning passion to see hischhur
arise from the ashes. It is no wonder one schaararks, “Revelation was not simply to impart

information about the future, but to inspire arivactesponse from its hearer3.”

D. Prophetic Vision
When Revelation was being written, Rome’s powemnszkas mighty as the sun. Nero’s deeds and

death brought confusion to the empire, who witnédkeee rapid changes of reign in one year (68-69
A.D.). Eventually, under the rule of Vespasian {@A.D.) and his son Titus (79-81 A.D.), the empire

regained stability. On the military front, with tlexception of the Parthians in the north, there was
peace. In addition, the economy took an upturn, atizens had access to luxuries from all over the
world (18:12). Praise for Rome’s good governance wa the lips of all people. Smyrna, Pergamum,
Ephesus, in their desire to acquire good namesnapekial favour, promoted emperor worship, and the
building of temples. Rev. 13:13 comments that tivedie earth followed the beast with wonder”. The

Church’s believers were not immune to this influmntinder the leadership of false prophets and

through false apostles’ imploring, many believessided to follow the guilds and pay respects tdésido

2L |bid, p.118.
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for the sake of business (2:14-15, 20-23). Theypromised with evil yet remained unashamed (3:17-
18)%

John not only skilfully presents the word of thedQlestament prophets, he also claims his
words are prophetic (1:3; 22: 7, 10, 18, 19). Jsha successor of the tradition of the Old Testamen
prophets. With excellent spiritual acumen, he disedhe future by analyzing the present situation.
When everyone is saying “Peace, peace”, John baésthere was no peace” (Jer. 6:14). John says
repeatedly that he is “moved by the Spirit” (1.8, 17:3, 21:10). At the end of each letter to the
seven churches, he concludes in the same way, Hoehas an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to
the churches”. This shows us that he is very centidf the messages in the letters.

John describes the dragon and the two beasts as &adl his legions’ work. In Rev. 12, John
speaks with prophetic wisdom condemning the dragjom,ancient snake, also known as Satan, the
devil. This dragon has seven heads and ten hoitisseven crowns. His tail can wipe down one third
of the stars in the heavens. These are all signsisobower and authority on earth. This dragon
persecutes the Woman “clothed with the sun” andchéd. He also fights with the other children of
the Woman (12:4, 7 Just as the serpent in the ancient times deceidesh and Eve, similarly the
dragon deceives the people of the world. Havingnbeast down from the heavens, the dragon
combines forces with the earth and the ocean’'sbéasause evil in the world.

The beast from the sea also has seven heads arbrien The horns are adorned with ten
crowns. Rev. 13:1-10 indicates that he is the ssr&tion of the devil on earth, with the dragomhas
master, from whom the beast derives his authofibe beast has the praise of the whole world. It
battles with the believers, and is victorious owm (13:7; also see 12:17).

Rev. 17:3 describes an intimate relationship betmibe sea beast and the great whore who sits
on the many waters. In addition, verse 18 of theesahapter indicates that great whore represeats th
great city which has dominion over the kings of ¢laeth. Therefore, no matter whether the head whose
fatal wound received healing represents Nero or that sea beast and Rome are invariably closely
linked.?* Just when the world is flattering and praising Rprdohn has a prophetic view which
penetrates through the illusion, seeing the trugradéty and evil of the empire and of emperor

worship. He denounces this as idolatry, the vetyoéstealing glory from God, and because of this,

22 Raisanen 1995, pp.154-161.

%3 According to Beasley-Murray, G.RThe Book of RevelatiofNCBC; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans; London: Marshall,
Morgan & Scott, 1978), pp.197-198; Talbert 19948pand others’ opinion, the Woman represents #guple of God,
and the child is the Messiah .The other childrenthe faithful believers. See Boring, M.BRevelation(Interpretation;
Louisville: Knox, 1989), pp.152-153, Resseguie 1,998142-145 for a slightly different explanation.

24 Using the sea beast to represent Nero or Roraecismmonly held opinion, see Resseguie 1998, pgpl2Z4 for a
different view.
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Rome will fall (see chapters 12, 13, 18, 19). IhnJe view, even though Roman authority is vast, and
it exerts far-reaching power over the land, itim@y a deceptive act through which the devil pnele

to be God. This can be further seen by the comigaparallels between the sea beast and Christ.

Christ Sea Beast

1. Shares God's authority, powerl. Shares the dragon's power, authoyity
kingdom and throne (12:10; 5:13) and throne (13:2)
2. Saves all tribes, languages, peopf Conquers all tribes, people, languages
and nations (5:9) and nations (13:7)
3. Worthy of worship of every creatufe3. All the people on earth worship the
in heaven and on earth and under beasts (13:4,12)
the earth and in the sea (5:13)

4. Had been slaughtered and riseh Its mortal wound had been healed

from dead (5:6) (13:3)
5. For those who belong to Christ havd. For those who belong to the beasts
the name of the Lamb (14:1) have the name of the beasts (13:16417)

6. Has seven horns, seven eyes, afd Has seven heads and ten horns, [and
many diadems on his head, and with ten diadems, full of blasphemous
‘King of kings and Lord of lords names (13:1; 17:3)
on his robe and his thigh (5:
19:12, 16)

7. He is the first and the last, dead antl It was, and is not, and is about |to

(o))

risen and alive forever (1:18) ascend from the bottomless pit and|go
to destruction (17:8, 11)

Not only is the sea beast pretending to be Chitgt,beast of the earth also feigns to be a
prophet. Rev. 13:11 says that the beast from thté bas two horns like a lamb, but the voice ishef
dragon, indicating that in appearance it is likgi€hbut its core is of the devil. Its authority from
the sea beast, working for and under it. This beddhe earth is also one of the three deceivers
pretending to be God, imitating the three in onarabter of God. The beast on earth symbolizes the

false prophets (16:13; 19:20; 20:10). It is therespntative of the dragon and the sea beast dn eart
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(13:12-15). The beast of the earth has certaitstgamilar to the two faithful witnesses in Rev:3-1
13%

Prophets Earth Beast
Prophets (11:10) 1. false prophet (16:13; 19:20; 20:10)
2. They are two lampstands, witnessin®. Their heads have two horns, and speak
God (11:4) for the dragon (13:11)

3. Work miracle to shut the sky an@. Given power by the Sea beast to|do
turn water into blood (11:6) miraculous works (13:13)

4. Fire pours from their mouth andt. Making fire come down from heaven

consumes their foes (11:5) to earth (13:13)
5. Had been a torment to thé&. Deceived the inhabitants of earth
inhabitants of the earth (11:10) (13:14)

6. They were brought back to life hy6. Gave a breath to the image of the beast
the breath of life from God (11:11 so that the image of the beast could
even speak and kill (13:15)

In Johns’ view, the dragon and the two beastshadalse image of the three in one entity that
is actually God’s attribute, thus, by pretendingeyt attempt to rob God’s glory and usurp His
sovereignty. They deceive the world. Even thougkirtbower remains strong during their allotted
time, and they seem glorious in the eyes of theloleins, John describes their power as being limited
and hollow because they are destined for destructiofortunately, there are believers who have been
lured away by the false prophets, to the extertttier clothing have been soiled, and, having Erun
Babylon’s wine, have fallen asleep in stupor, aagtehnot awakened. John, with prophetic vision,
points out the evil of Rome, not only in the role persecutor of the church, but as the devil's
representative, bearing the same hardened heartwihanot repent (2:21; 16:10-11). Thus, true

believers cannot compromise with Rome. They hauetoompletely segregated.

E. Solid Theology
Revelation, following the tradition of apocalyptigitings, has a lot of imagery not understood by th

modern readers, such as hybrid creatures. Fonicestéghe face of the locusts from the bottomlesspi

% The above two charts are taken from Ressegui®, 1§9124-128, with slight changes.
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like a man, with hair like a woman, teeth like anlj it has a tail, and can fly (9:7-10). And thexste
from the sea has a face like a leopard, and theofe® bear, mouth of a lion, but has man’s number
(13:2, 18). The beast of the earth deals with hueddars, being in charge of buying and selling.
Bauckham emphasizes that the explanations of ttegeny should not dwell on their face value
evaluation, but that they should be approacheditjiréheology°

Revelation brings hope to the persecuted and sugfdoelievers, so that they can remain
faithful even in dire situations. The strength lies John’s profound theology, which has an

unshakeable faith in God. We will only touch oreafreasons:

1. God sitson Histhrone.

John describes God on His throne twelve times @1:92; 5:1, 7, 13; 6:16; 7:10, 15; 19:4; 20:11;391:
The devil (the dragon) and the beasts also hawaéisr(13:2; 16:10), but unlike God, the devil amel t
beasts do not sit on their thrones. The devil kntveg his days are limited, therefore he is furipus
pursuing the woman and the children. He stand$iéyséa, and gives over his authority and throne to
the sea beast (12:12-13:2). Even the sea beastyidusy, fighting the believers, so that he haime

to sit on the throne.

God sitting on the throne signifies that He is mesl@ganging and has sovereign authority over
everything. Furthermore, even though He sits endlan the heavens, He still is ruling over all the
earth. Revelation does not directly tell us of Goalts, but through John’s use of the passive yuiee
can see that the evil-doers and the evil timesaaly allowed with God’'s authorization (13:5).
Suffering, sword and famine have all been permitigdSod (6:1-8). Rev. 4:3-5 talk about the One
sitting on the throne as being like jasper and el@n, with thunder and lightening radiating frohet
throne. This represents God’'s majesty, mystery glody. However, He is not so high that He is
separated from man, because the prayers of thevbedi can rise up like incense to God’s throne; (5:8
8:3-4). Finally the One sitting on the white thrdmes to judge the world (20:11-15). From this, &8 ¢
see that John uses the white throne imagery teateliGod’s faithfulness, sovereignty and majesty —

something on which the believers can completely. rel

2 GodistheFirst and thel ast
Revelation records God’s own words twice. The fisstound in Rev. 1:8, and the second is found in
21:5-8,

% Bauckham, RThe Theology of the Book of Revelati@ambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993)19122.
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“l am the Alpha and the Omega.”

“And He who sat upon the throne said, ‘Behold, | make all things new.’ Also He said, ‘Write
this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” And He said to me, ‘It is done! | am the Alpha
and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty | will give from the fountain of the
water of life without payment. He who conquers shall have this heritage, and | will be his God
and he shall be my son. But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the polluted, as for murderers,

fornicators, sorcerers, idolators, and all liars, their lot shall be in the lake that burns with fire

and sulphur, which is the second death.

The first passage is recorded before the visi@xjdained, the second is said at the end, afteNdve

Jerusalem has arrived. The two passages form mpaamclusio but more importantly, they describe
God as the God who begins and ends. God’s worthéasme the beginning of what will be coming to
pass, because God is before all things (1:1). SityjlGod’s Word is the concluding word of the old
world, before the dawn of the new heaven and neithe&od says, “I have made all things
new’(21:5). In this regenerated world, death, teg@an, suffering will all disappear, and will be
replaced by God’'s presence. In this regenerateddwtire believers will be God’'s people forever,

because God is the Alpha and Omega.

3 God as Creator and Redeemer

In Rev. 4:1, John is invited by God to the heaveriswre he sees Him who sits on the throne, the four
living creatures, the 24 elders and the Lamb whiels slain. Rev. 4:1-5:14 describe the heavenly
worship which functions secondarily as equipping ielievers for future persecution. No matter how
chaotic this world becomes, God still holds sovgrgbower because He is the Creator of the heaven
and the earth and all that is in it (4:11). No matiow tragic the predicament is, or how severe the
persecution, the believers’ suffering is not innvalohn fervently believes and proclaims that God i
the Redeemer. God’s Lamb has already been slairthanblood of the Lamb has purchased the people
of the world, the believers, and they shall reigthvcod on earth (5:9-10). The suffering even unto
death of the believers is an imitation of the regeéwe action of the Lamb. Therefore John says, “And
they have conquered him by the blood of the Lantblanthe word of their testimony, for they loved
not their lives even unto death.” (12:11) God asafr and Redeemer is not a figurative or abstract

image. God is the origin and source of life. Beeaas this, John says he heard “every creature in
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heaven and on earth and under the earth and sethheand all therein, saying, ‘To Him who sits upon
the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honmligkory and might forever and ever!” (5:13)

F. Sincere Worship

Of all the writers of the New Testament, the oneowgpbeaks most and most richly about worship is

John. The heavenly worship in Rev. 4:1-5:14 is kmmto most readers. The four living creatures’
exclamation of “Holy, holy, holy” and, later in ghier 19, the “hallelujah” proclamations might be th
source of the church’s liturgy.Worship passages include 4:8-5:14; 7:9-12; 8:34515-19; 14:1-5;
15:2-4; and 19:1-1G2 These passages have the following features:

1. Worship, judgment and catastrophic descriptions alrenterconnected. For example, after the
heavenly worship (4:8-5:14), the Lamb opens thessals of God’s wrath (6:1-17). After the
saints’ prayers have risen to God’s throne (8:3%re are the disasters announced by the seven
trumpets. After the seals and the trumpets (11:¥8, heavenly temple opens and the ark is
revealed. The 24 elders are shown to be kneelingorship. After the victorious believers have
sung the song of Moses by the crystal sea (15:#héj)e were the disasters from the seven bowls.
The beast’s world is in judgement, and the procteonaof Babylon splitting into three (16:1-21).
The worship scene in Rev. 19:1-10 is the previevthef destruction of the dragon and the two
beasts. After that is the final judgment (19:1113): In each worship passage, the people lift up
God’'s Name and praise His omnipotence, giving Hlorygfor the work of redemption. In one
sense, this is the John’s conviction, in anotherssgethis is his reminder for the readers that
sovereignty belongs to God and that everythingnideu His control. So even though the readers
are under persecution, they do not have to feaausecGod’s judgment of the evil one is coming
soon.

2. The above observation can be confirmed from anqibespective. One of the important items of
worship is the singing of hymns. Not only the fdwing creatures and the 24 elders, but also
angels, creatures on earth and under the earthalvéing to God. Schussler Fiorenza is right in
saying that the hymns have the function of exptajrihe significance of the visioA%Rev. 5:9-14
Is a very good example. It tells us why the Lamb thee authority to open the seven seals, because

He was once slain, purchasing people from all natiwith His blood. Because the seals are

2" In the whole New Testament, the word “hallelujag”only found in Rev. 19. For the opinion that ttentent of

worship in Revelation originated from John, seeHh#at D. “Aspects of Worship in the Book of Revéat” in
Wilkins, M.J. and Paige, Y. (edsWorship, Theology and Ministry in the Early Chu(d$NTSup 87; Sheffield: JISOT
Press, 1992), pp.71-73.

Thompson 1990, chapter 4 has a longer list opssages related to worship in Revelation.

Schissler Fiorenza, B.he Book of Revelation. Justice and Judgnfiéhiiadelphia: Fortress, 1985), pp.171-172.
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opened by the Lamb, the content therein is alsewutiae authority of the Lamb. Hence the people
with the seal of the Lamb on their foreheads shawdd be afraid nor should they lose hope,
because the Lamb is in control of all events.

3. The worship passages not only explain the visiah@epare the readers for persecution but also
teach them what real worship is. In the book ofétavon, the author clearly states that worship is
an innate part of human nature. If people do naship the real God, they will worship false gods
(13:8). According to John, the devil pretends togbd, with his body full of blasphemous names
(17:3), trying to steal God’s glory. His miraculowsrk is also deceptive (13:14; 20:8, 10), but his
defeat is guaranteed. Finally, in the judgment,ahes who did business with the devil, or the ones
bearing on their foreheads the sign of the dewiether they are kings, or merchants or sailors,
will all have to wail for the destruction of thedst (18:9-20). In contrast, the true believers will
sing a new song (5:9; 14:4) and they will be filleith joy, because they worship the true God and
are victorious in the end (19:1-8). Twice, Johndtaebefore the angel in worship, but the angel
stops him because only the One enthroned and timb laae worthy of worship (19:10; 22:8-9).

Rev. 4-5 depicts very clearly that only the trued@md the Lamb are worthy of worship.
This worship vision has God and the Lamb as itdraéfocus. Surrounding them are the four
living creatures, then the 24 elders, then the gshods of angels, and finally the creatures of the

world, as is shown clearly by the chart below.
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In this way, we can see that not only are God aed_amb the centre of worship, but also
the function that worship has, namely, to unify thbole universe? Thus, we can see the

importance John puts on worship, and the sinceiity which worship is conducted.

G. Assured Hope
The whole book of Revelation reveals that John etspine future to be very beautiful, because of the

new heaven, new earth, and the new Jerusalem. irothe present suffering is only the sign which
necessarily precedes this new creation. Johnnenviith the Apocalyptic heritage, also indicatest th
before the light dawns, there will be the darkest & fulminant wickedness. When he speaks of the
seven signs, seals and bowls, the sixth item ismbist, and then the seventh is God'’s intervention,
where thunder, lightning, loud noises, earthqualcekail announce the change in order.

John states that the suffering of the believelsriged as well. For example, Smyrna needs to
persevere for 10 days (2:10). The souls who haea kiled only need to wait for a little longer 1@.).

The two prophets who suffered unto death will site® again on the clouds after three days (11:12),
and the ones who are in suffering right now, thatsabecause they already have the sign of God on
their forehead, will avoid the disaster (7:1-3). &kilthe evil ones trample the Holy City, and thegdra
attacks the chosen for 42 months, God will graatshme amount of time — 1260 days — of protection.
(11:12-13; 12:16) In fact, the work of the devil earth is only limited to a very short time (12:12;
20:3) and its legions will also be destroyed “withi single day...in one hour” (18:8, 17, 19).

John is a caring pastor. He does not curse thetatpesbut hopes that they will repent. He
repeats three or four times that God has left fionehem to repent (2:5, 16, 21-22; 3:3, 19; 148,
18:4). He knows that they have been deceived byd#hel. Some people, fearful of impending
disasters, are driven to repentance (11:13), rethre some hard-hearted ones who refuse to repent
(9:20-21; 16:8, 9, 21). Finally these from thedatyroup have a battle in Armageddon, and they are
thrown into the lake of fire along with the falseds (16:12-14, 16; 19:19-21). This is also the egdi
for the devil.

John can have surpassing hope for the future bedaaidelieves that through Christ’'s death,
Satan has already been vanquished. At Golgothd,am has received the highest victory. Believers
only have to follow Christ’s footsteps and theylwi victorious (12:11-12a). In Revelation, Jotked
alluding to the book of Exodus. The disasters degditn Revelation are akin to the ten plagues (27-
16:2-6 / Exod. 7:14-15; Exod. 8:5-15; Exod. 9:82H): Today’s Pharaoh (beast) and Egypt (Babylon)

%0 Resseguie 1998, p.205.
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will also be destroyed because of their hard hdagss. And the faithful believers will sing new gen

to praise God’s workefgon as being great and wonderful, and to praisedad fodog as being true
(alethinog and just dikaiog (15:2-4//Exod. 15:1-21). They are like the nevaddites, and are heading
towards the promised land. This is what John dessras the new heaven, the new earth and the new
Jerusalem.

John predicts that there is to be a Messianic nmillem. His purpose is not to point to the exact
time of the arrival of the kingdom, nor to descritseeduratior®* However, its timely arrival is certain,
so with conviction he says, “If anyone takes awaynf the words of the book of this prophecy, God
will take away his share in the tree of life andtlive Holy City, which are described in this book.”
(22:19). This statement finds confirmation with {Stis words, “Surely | am coming soon.”(22:20)

John employs the bride and the new Jerusalem twidedhe new heaven and new earth. Rev.
19:7-8 say that the bride is “to be clothed withefilinen, bright and pure” and “the fine linen lie t
righteous deeds of the saints.” So the Holy Cihe bride and the new Jerusalem are not only a
geographical place, but they also describe a hieststte and the ever-blessed saihts. that “place”,
God and the believer have a blessed and harmoretattonship, recovering the original perfect state
of the Garden of Eden. The tears, curse, pain aathdhat are the result of the sin of Adam and Eve
will all be wiped away in that new place. The taddife and the river of life that had been lostwno
reappear. This is a renewed state. The believerssaiely protected in the mighty and beautiful
fortress, because “nothing unclean shall enteroit,anyone who practices abomination of falsehood.”
(21:27) This is very different from the state oé tbld Jerusalem. The most conspicuous difference is
that there is no Temple, because God and the Lamlthere, and they are the living Temple (21:22).
The believers can directly see God face to faceli@advith God. The New Jerusalem is the last and
final home of the believer, and is the most congpfedrfect state. John is filled with hope for thew
state, because all “those who wash their robesiosd who are dressed in white — may enter the city
(22:14). Only those who are faithfully witnessingtibthe end may dress in white (6:9-11; 7:9-17),

with John himself being an example of this kindefiever (1:9).

[11. Conclusion
John lived in a time of the century’s great charggégmne when the church was facing great persetutio

He subsumes the essence of profound knowledgegeasinking, passionate worship and unfailing

31 See Chow, SHe Who Has Ears Let Him Hear. Revelation and Exedetng Kong: TaoSheng, 2002), in Chinese,
pp.87-88.

%2 Gundry, R.H., “The New Jerusalem. People as PlagePlace for PeopleNovT (29, 1987), pp.254-264; Watson,
D.F., “New Jerusalem ABD 4 (1992), p.1095.
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perseverance. Other than being a theologian, a&®s8ira prophet and a pastor, he is also a teddber.
effectively passes on what he has seen and hed#né tzelievers, his flock, with power and conviatio

He is certainly worthy of the respect of a supesrher’®

% This article was originally included in Dr. AnaveK. H. Hsiao’s 78 birthday festschriftTheology & Life2001, issue
no. 24, in Chinese), and is slightly modified hebe. Hsiao was a well-respected famous Chineselachio the
theological circle and he was also my teacher &ed & colleague. To learn from him was a happy tembured
privilege. His teaching and his vision command r@spect. Therefore to me, he is also a superb ¢éeabh. Hsiao has
emulated well the example left by John, and thithan of course, cannot compare with his teached, @annot be
called a superb teacher, but since | am alreadgeher, | would like to learn from these my predsoes, to the benefit
of my students.
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