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Statement of Purpose:
Published three times a year, the LTS 
News, English edition, is a newsletter 
for local and global alumni/ae and 
friends of the Lutheran Theological 
Seminary in Hong Kong. Through 
stories about people and events 
at LTS, it aims to connect readers 
and create a sense of belonging to a 
broad LTS community even beyond 
graduation.

To make a donation toward the 
publication of the LTS News, there 
are three methods. You will receive an 
official receipt through any of these 
methods.

1. A check in HK$, payable to The 
Lutheran Theological Seminary, may 
be sent to the mailing address above. 

2. A deposit may be made to Dah 
Sing Bank, Account number 040-
645-701-23889. Please send 
the deposit slip to The Lutheran 
Theological Seminary at the mailing 
address above.

3. A check in US$, payable to Friends 
of LTS/USA & Canada may be sent 
to Mimi Borchers, 160 Third Street, 
Ste 102, Pittsburg, CA  94565, USA.
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Annual Sacred Music Festival
By Bianca Breunig, M.A.1-yr student

All photos by Mandy Cheung

Restoring the Beauty of God‘s Creation 

was the title of the Annual Sacred Music Worship 2018 

held in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Hong Kong’s 

(ELCHK) Truth Lutheran Church in Kowloon. The 

Worship had a great ministry team consisting of the 

LTS choir, the LTS international choir, the ELCHK 

choir, musicians, dancers, translators and pastors. The 

international choir at LTS, which I am part of, practiced 

the Praise Medley for three month and everyone was quite 

excited that the day of performance was finally there. 

For some students it was the first performance with the 

choir, for some it was the last one before they need to 

leave LTS to go back to their countries or start working 

at their churches here in Hong Kong. You could see and 

feel the beauty of God‘s creation in this service. All the 

international students were wearing their very different 

traditional clothes, colourful and diverse. The choirs were 

singing about the beauty of creation with their different 

voices; we heard the story of God‘s creation in Genesis, 

read by different people, and saw the dancers performing 

it in a modern way. Impression always needs expression. 

So the whole congregation, of around 600 people, joined 

together singing hymns in between. Moving and soul-

stirring describes the atmosphere at that evening very 

well. Reverend Angus Wu shared his thoughts about 

restoring the beauty of God‘s creation: God’s greatness and 

human honour, the human beings as stewards and their 

responsibility for God‘s creation.

Even though the service was held in Cantonese and 

therefore not understandable to me, moving and soul-

stirring are still the right words for this service, I would say. 

I could feel, hear and see the Beauty of God‘s Creation. 
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Farewell to Dr. Tjeerd DeBoer

After five years of service to LTS, Dr. Tjeerd DeBoer 

will be leaving LTS to return to the Netherlands this 

summer. With thankfulness to God for Dr. DeBoer’s work, 

LTS fondly bids him farewell, confident that God will find 

a new way for him to be a blessing in this world. 

Sent by the Protestant Church in the Netherlands, Dr. 

DeBoer arrived at LTS with his wife, Kathleen Ferrier, in 

August of 2013 to teach in the areas of Mission and Culture 

and Christian Education. His work at LTS was part of his 

church’s larger commitment to developing relationships 

with churches and programs throughout China. Thus, 

during his time at LTS, Dr. DeBoer was able to make 

many trips to mainland China for teaching and to connect 

with churches of the China Christian Council-Three Self 

Patriotic Movement, with the Amity Foundation, and with 

projects of Bible translation into several languages. He 

especially enjoyed a visit with the Miao people, who are 

now receiving the Bible in their own language.

In fact, opportunities to travel throughout Asia have 

been a highlight of Dr. DeBoer’s experience of LTS. For 

all of his life, Dr. DeBoer has enjoyed the exchange of 

faith, ideas, and culture. He considers the trips he made 

with faculty and students to have been valuable intensive 

expressions of sharing different worlds together. These 

included two trips in 2014: to Laos with Ms. Po-chu 

Groenvold and the students in her Mission and Exploration 

course, and to Indonesia with the faculty; and subsequent 

faculty visits to Harbin (northern China) and Cambodia. 

Dr. DeBoer found wonderful opportunities for such 

exchange and sharing also in the classrooms at LTS, where 

he taught many courses, such as Theology of Religion, 

Introduction to Christian Education, Introduction to 

Missiology, and Interreligious Dialogue. A favorite course of 

his was Church and Society, which he team-taught with his 

wife, Ms. Kathleen Ferrier, a former member of the Dutch 

Parliament. He found it stimulating and enjoyable to teach 

together and to discuss with students the contexts of their 

churches and the political situations in their countries. In 

his words, such international sharing “brings the world so 

near. So much learning!” 

Dr. DeBoer returns to the Netherlands with good 

memories of the celebratory times at LTS, such as 

Christmas and New Year parties, group photos, and the 

family life of LTS. He looks forward to maintaining 

relations with Chinese churches through the networks 

of the Protestant Church in the Netherlands. Since Dr. 

DeBoer is retired, he will not be teaching full-time but 

will seek opportunities for short-term teaching and visiting 

churches.

By Dr. Carolyn Schneider

Dr. Tjeerd DeBoer chose to pose next to a Bird 
of Paradise flower because these also grow in 
Suriname, where his wife, Kathleen Ferrier, comes 
from.

photo by Carolyn Schneider



With the support of the Seminary Board of 

Trustees of the Lutheran Theological Seminary, 

the faculty of Counseling teachers have been 

working with a group of alumni and brothers and 

sisters who share the same vision and aspirations 

to open a new counseling centre in Hong Kong. 

The thanksgiving service and grand opening of the 

Companion LeShalom Centre was held on April 

15 at the centre's original site in Room A, 13th 

Floor, Harvest House, 337-339 Nathan Road, 

Jordan, Kowloon. More than 90 people attended 

and witnessed the establishment of the center and 

the grace of God. The centre will provide English, 

Cantonese and Mandarin counseling services, with 

English counseling services beginning in September, 

2018. Please pray for the development of the 

Companion LeShalom Centre.

The mission of the center is to build on God 

and to emphasize our walk with God. Through 

personal growth counseling, we can allow more 

people to experience a healthy spiritual growth. As 

the saying goes, prevention is better than cure. In 

the ordinary times, strong mental health can give us 

a stronger heart so that when faced with different 

challenges in life, we will not be easily knocked 

down; even if we fall, we will know how to stand 

up again. If everyone has a healthy life, our entire 

society will no longer be the same.

"That he would grant you, according to the 

riches of his glory, to be strengthened with 

might by his Spirit in the inner man; 

That Christ may dwell in your hearts by 

faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded 

in love."  Ephesians 3:16-17

Background

The vision of Companion LeShalom’s ministry 

is to build life. As more and more people suffer 

from emotional distress, the centre seeks to help 

clients have more awareness and acceptance of 

themselves through personal growth counseling. 

With resilience to face different challenges and 

difficulties in life, they can also face their true selves 

Opening of the LeShalom Counseling Centre
By Dr. Angel Lam

Photo by Jeff Chang Photo by Mandy Cheung



and live, walking in harmony with self, others and 

God.

In 2015, LTS’s  Theological  Education 

by Extension program started a “Diploma in 

Christian Counseling through Companionship: 

Helping Yourself and Others ” to equip lay 

people to become caring people and to assist the 

church in its ministries of caring. In 2017, the 

Higher Diploma and Master of Arts in Christian 

Counseling were developed in order to train more 

Christian counselors who can help to establish life 

through the development of personal growth and 

group counseling and to cultivate more Christian 

counselors to assist pastors in the church’s work 

of pastoral counseling and care. In order to match 

the development of counseling programs and to 

foster and support the personal growth and psycho-

spiritual growth of the students and pastoral staff 

more effectively, the Lutheran Theological Seminary 

established the "Companion LeShalom Centre” in 

2018.

Goals of the Companion LeShalom Centre:

1. Supporting the development of LTS counseling 

programs by

•	 providing counseling service to students

•	 providing practicum sites for clinical 

training

2. Supporting the personal growth of students by 

•	 providing assessments, counseling, and 

psychological support to students

•	 providing psychological services to co-

workers and alumni

3. Developing seminary education and 

community services by

•	 supporting practical theology through 

integration of academic and practical 

training

•	 developing LTS as a major counseling 

center for Christian believers and pastors

•	 enhancing networks of theological 

education

4. Providing pastoral counseling services by

•	 providing assessments and counseling 

services for pastors

•	 providing professional training and support 

to churches 

5. Promoting psycho-spiritual health of the 

Christian community and the society
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Greet ings f rom Dr. Jan Depner ,  
the New Editor of the LTS News, 

English Edition
It is a privilege having been asked to edit LTS 

News again. In my nine years of teaching at LTS, 

this bulletin has become a dear companion. When 

I was the editor for two years some time ago, the 

Newsletter was in the middle of changes concerning 

its appearance. Discussions went on about fonts 

and colours and such like. Since then Carolyn 

Schneider and the wonderful team have succeeded in 

strengthening the LTS News in being a chief means 

of communication and keeping in touch with our 

worldwide family of friends and alumni (which, of 

course, has always been its task). Thanks to her there 

is much more response from outside the campus and I 

hope we can continue to walk in this path, which is of 

course a plea to you, dear readers, to keep contacting 

us about ideas, wishes and critique you might have.

Having a non-native speaker as an editor is 

always a risk. So forgive me in advance for some 

strange use of idioms or the occasional wrong 

preposition. I hope to be contributing some pages on 

spirituality – my passion in teaching at LTS – in the 

future issues. Looking back at my years of teaching 

here, my family and I have been blessed with the 

opportunity of getting to know the region of south-

east Asia, the churches and wonderful people quite 

well. So I hope this newsletter will continue to be a 

means of close links between LTS and the region, and 

of course to all the places around the world where 

our alumni and friends are living and serving. I am 

looking forward to hearing from you and – hopefully 

– meeting you. Warm greetings from the middle of 

the world to all of you.

Dr. Jan Depner, 
photo by Josefine Depner
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Introducing of Ms. Mandy Cheung,  
the assistant editor of the LTS News

Peace! I am Mandy.  I am married to Bryan 

and we have a f ive-year-old daughter named 

Elim.  Thanking God for the leadership of LTS, I 

began serving in the Development Department in 

September 2017.  Even though I have been working 

for many years, there are some areas of work that I 

have never touched before.  I recall that when I had 

been serving in my last job in a Christian secondary 

school for 11 years and everything had become very 

stable and secure, one night I was suddenly moved 

to pray and said: "Lord, I would like to serve in this 

school continually, but if you like, send me to other 

places.  I will listen to you, my Lord."  One week after 

the prayer, I received a message about the vacancy 

at LTS.  I applied for this job and was successful.  

This convinced me that even if I face difficulties and 

challenges, the Lord will be with me.  May God lead 

me and enable me to use my past work experience to 

start a new chapter in my life in LTS.

I
N
C
O
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E

Personal Donations $124,560.00 E
X
P
E
N
S
E
S

Salaries and Mandatory Providetn Fund $1,289,900.00 
Chruch Donations $128,952.44 Utilities (water, cleaning and telephone) $21,192.90 
Tuition Fees (Jan-Jun) $3,536,063.00 Electricity $32,338.20 
Dormitory Fees (Jan-Jun) $772,438.00 Meals $33,804.40 
Student Meal Fee (Jan-Jun) $669,751.00 Rates $145,807.00 
Campus Rentals $47,880.00 Printing $4,369.20 
Meal Fees $780.00 School Bus $3,094.49 
Bank Interest $7,700.00 TEE Course $2,817.00 
Copying/Printing Fees $3,218.25 Equipment $6,472.50 
Member Chruch Subsidies $0.00 Postage $4,341.70 
Overseas Partner Churches &
Mission Subsidies

$12,638.73 Mission Education Bursaries $12,638.72 

TEE Courses $73,130.00 Library Acquisitions $26,648.62 
Others $95,653.25 Maintenance $10,029.50 

 Tuition discount $46,491.00 
Others $17,667.23 

Total Income $5,472,764.67 Total Expenses $1,657,612.46 
Surplus $3,815,152.21 

$5,472,764.67 $5,472,764.67 

Statement of Income and Expenses for January 2018

photo by Bryan Lai
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